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FREE Admission to Impromptu

Classical Concerts for the 2027 Season! Columbus Day - October
12 (KWHA Offices Closed)

8 The Housing Authority is thrilled to announce that senior citizens and
families with children living in our communities are invited to enjoy FREE Halloween — October 31
71 admission to all six Impromptu Classical Concerts in January, February,
and March of 2027!

Daylight Savings Time
Ends - November 1

v Since 1972, Impromptu Concerts has brought world-class chamber music
“1 to Key West. This generous giftis a wonderful opportunity to experience the Diwali - November 6
incredible talents of these musicians live at the Tennessee Williams
Theater on Stock Island.

Veterans Day - November [0ST =
11 (KWHA Offices Closed) ’

To view the upcoming performance lineup, please visit:

www. keywestimpromptu.org Thanksgiving & Black
Friday - November 26-27
How to get your free tickets: (KWHA Offices Closed)
Advance registration is required. You must sign up with Mr. Gary to be
placed on the Will Call list for free admission. Why wait until January? Hanukkah/Chanukah
Secure your spot today by contacting Mr. Gary at (305) 304-5568. Starts - December 5

HISTORICAL REMEMBRANCE
From the Projects to the Boardroom: The CEOs of Starbucks & Goldman Sachs

Did you know that some of America's biggest corporations were built by kids from the
projects? Howard Schultz, the billionaire responsible for turning Starbucks into a global
coffee empire, grew up in the Bayview housing projects in Brooklyn, New York. He often credits
his upbringing in subsidized housing for giving him a relentless work ethic and compassion for
working-class families.

Similarly, Lloyd Blankfein, the former CEO of the massive Wall Street bank Goldman Sachs,
was also raised in Brooklyn public housing. Both men started with very little, relying on the
stability of affordable housing to get an education and eventually take over the corporate
world. It is a great reminder that where our young residents start out doesn't determine how
high they can climb!
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=E&q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.keywestimpromptu.org

— A Message from the Executive Director
Dear Residents,

As we head into the beautiful fall season here in Key West, | want to take a moment to thank all
of you for making our properties more than just housing. You make them a true community.
Whether you have lived here for a few months or for generations, your neighborly spirit is what
makes the Housing Authority so special. | encourage you to take advantage of the wonderful
upcoming events featured in this newsletter, continue looking out for one another, and enjoy the
beautiful weather ahead!

In Service,

Rﬂwdg stertiwg / Executive Director

"If you see someone without a smile today, give 'em yours."

— Dolly Parton (1946 — 2026), in loving memory
of a country music legend and true philanthropist

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Getting to Know Cecile Cates Gegg — Protective Service Aide
By Peter Batty

#" | first met Cecile almost 35 years ago when we worked together in real
estate, and it has been a joy to watch her journey since. Born and raised
right here in Key West, Cecile is proud to be a fifth-generation Conch on
both sides of her family.

She has been avital part of the Housing Authority since 2014, serving
as a Protective Service Aide at Senior Citizens Plaza (SCP). Uniquely,
Cecile doesn’t just work at SCP, she has also been a beloved resident
# " there since 2014!

| Cecile truly loves her job and working with her boss, Misty. For her, the best parts of the day are
helping people solve problems, connecting with her neighbors, and keeping residents healthy.
»#| She goes above and beyond by volunteering to lead Dancercise classes, and as a certified yoga
instructor, she teaches yoga at both SCP and Poinciana Gardens.

| Family is incredibly important to Cecile. She has three grown children: Elyse (Ft. Lauderdale), \
Shane (Lake Placid, FL), and Joey (Navarre, FL). When she isn't working or teaching, her hobbies :
= include dancing, reading, and crocheting. When | asked about her favorite local restaurant,
Cecile shared that she rarely eats out, much preferring the comfort of cooking and enjoying a

| home-cooked meal.

| Atrue local, she loves living in Key West. Her only wish is that tourists would show a little more
respect for our beautiful island and its unique, tight-knit culture.

| This December, Cecile will be celebrating her 80th birthday, a milestone she is approaching with
| the exact same energy, health, and community spirit she brings to work every day!




PEST CONTROL SCHEDULE

Fort Village
3rd Wednesday of the month

Garden View Apartments
1st Wednesday of the month

George Allen Apartments
2nd Wednesday of the month

Jack T. Murray Senior Complex
2nd Wednesday of the month

Lang Milian Apartments
2nd Wednesday of the month

Poinciana Gardens
2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month

Robert Gabriel Apartments
3rd Wednesday of the month

Roosevelt C. Sands Jr. Complex
3rd Wednesday of the month

Senior Citizen Plaza
4th Wednesday of the month

NOTE: Please promptly report ALL
pest controlissues, including
bed bugs, to the Maintenance
Department or your property
managetr.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE
HOUSING AUTHORITY

The Housing Authority of the City of Key West, Florida
is dedicated to providing excellent customer service
and assistance to its tenants, applicants, & landlords
by employing and retaining a highly qualified and well-
trained staff that supports its mission.

Current Employment Openings:
(as of 09/28/2026)

¢ Grounds Caretaker (F/T)
¢ Maintenance Mechanic (F/T)

Questions? Call 305-296-5621 and ask for Lua!

How To Apply:

To apply for a position with the Housing Authority,
please submit a completed Application for
Employment, a completed Criminal & Traffic
Background Authorization Form, & a signed job
description for the position you are applying for.
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Via Postal or Hand Delivery:

The Housing Authority of the City of Key West, Florida
Attn: Human Resources
1400 Kennedy Drive, Key West, FL 33040

Via Email:

Lua Greene, SHRM-CP
Human Resources Manager
Greenel @KWHA.org

Art at Senior C

With generous support from the Housing Authority, SCP seniors

Following successful painting and ceramic workshops led by three
local artists, we are excited to expand our offerings for the remainder
of 2026 and into 2027.

We are thrilled to announce a new partnership with Carolina,
a talented bilingual artist who will introduce her “Creative Pathways”
program. To ensure accessibility for all, Carolina will teach each class
V/ in Spanish, immediately followed by a session in English.

%f Additionally, we are integrating live musical performances into

the SCP calendar. Stay tuned for upcoming workshops where
you can paint a Coconut Palm Tree or a Crazy Chicken,
== sculpt a ceramic bird, or simply enjoy an afternoon concert.

]

asses and Musuc Performances
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are actively enjoying a vibrant series of art classes in the auditorium.

Sy, uidance Care Center

%;E GTransportatlon For %
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—,_Sehior Citizens

Free Senior Transportation

For Group Shopping Trips
The Guidance Care Center provides a weekly
group shopping trip every Wednesday for residents

of Jack Murray Senior Complex, Poinciana Gardens
and the Senior Citizen Plaza.

Shopping destinations alternate between Publix
and Winn Dixie shopping centers every week.

In addition to transportation, these group shopping
trips provide an off-site social opportunity for seniors
to walk and window shop together.
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LOOKING BACK: A Busy Summer!

Summertime was as busy as ever for our team! We’ve been hard at work making community
improvements, laying the groundwork for new projects, and ensuring our facilities are operating
at their best. Here are just a few of our recent highlights:

e Growing Poinciana Plaza: Work has officially begun on our newest project, which will
bring 54 much-needed new affordable housing units to our area!

+ Refreshing Poinciana Plaza: A major faceliftis underway! Concrete repairs are currently
ongoing and will soon be followed by a fresh coat of paint across all 34 buildings. We can't
wait to unveil the beautiful, finished look.

e Poinciana Gardens Upgrades: We successfully converted our assisted living units into
independent living spaces. As an added bonus, we completely replaced the carpetingin
the 1st and 2nd-floor hallways with wood plank flooring for a fresh, welcoming feel.

e A New Pavilion at SCP: Our contractors have finished constructing a beautiful new
pavilion, located just steps from the main entrance of Senior Citizens Plaza. We hope our
residents enjoy this wonderful new outdoor space!

e Preparing for 2027: To get ready for the upcoming year, we held a public hearing and two
resident meetings, completed our annual plan, and began our budget preparations.
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Back-to-School g, y &
Tip for Parents! 5

Want to get your kids
talking after a long day?
Instead of asking the
standard "How was school?"
(which usually gets a
one-word answer!),
try asking one of
these:

/‘ for children who live at
w, George Allen Apartments,

Lang Milian Apartments, "
Robert Gabriel Apartments, What made you laugh

and Fort Village. today?"
Program is available on " . . .
Mondays and Wednesdays Who did you sit with
at the classroom at Lang Milian Apartments atlunch?

Building 13-G.
"What was the

hardest part of your

BD| |7
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Homework Support . . 5 . .
with Reading & Math Field Trips Enjoy Snacks (Sciemse"l;eEcmology’ "Did anything
Engineering, and Math) H on
Computer Lab ey 1
; for fu‘:\ & school ﬁ activities Surprlse you
projects! Watch Movies

There is also structured play
with games, checkers, and chess.

3 28

; @ For information, call Mr. Gary at
" (305) 304-5568.




